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L isa Ruffin is a multi-talented 
award winning performer. Born in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. At age sixteen 
Lisa was awarded a scholarship to The 
Juilliard School.

Ruffin has a wide range of work from film, 
television, commercials, music videos, 
theater and stage. The first video she 
choreographed, “JoAnna”, won an Ameri-
can Music Award. Her choreography cred-
its include, “Moesha” starring Brandy, 
and “The Steve Harvey Show”. She also 
choreographed “The Artist Journey and 
Funk Blast” for Paul Allen’s $420 million 
dollar experience music project produced 
by Digital Domain. Lisa is the youngest 
African American woman to choreograph 
a Broadway Stage production, “Up Close 

and Personal” at the Lunt Fontaine The-
atre. Among many other achievements, 
she has also performed on Broadway, 
and had 2 Billboard Top 20 R&B hit re-
cords. Lisa provided background vocals 
on numerous road tours. Her acting cred-
its include, “Him and Us”, “Seth”, “The 
Raven”, and her very memorable role as 
“Deena” on the long running soap “All My 
Children”. Lisa has made appearances on 
The David Letterman Show and Saturday 
Night Live, and has graced the covers and 
interiors of respected magazines such 
as Essence, Ebony and Black Enterprise. 
She had numerous commercials, includ-
ing her “Secret” commercial, directed by 
award winning director, Jessica Yu. Ruffin 
choreographed and performed with “Tina 
Turner” for HBO. Lisa has been a national 
judge & choreographer for the NAACP’s 
ACT-SO competition. Lisa directed and 
choreographed a company of “For Col-
ored Girls”, and received glowing reviews 
for her choreography for “In the Contin-
uum” at The Ensemble Theatre of Santa 
Barbara. 

Ruffin conceptualized and created Little 
Miss African American, the largest schol-
arship pageant for young girls. This art 
educational program is proud to cele-
brate its 26th year. Lisa’s hope for these 
young girls is to have the freedom to 
dream big, believing they can accomplish 
anything their little hearts desire.

Chief Executive Officer
Lisa Ruffin
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Bria Corranda is a digital artist and illustrator, 
who lives and works in Chicago, Illinois. In 
2014 starting her art journey at Columbia 
College studying Animation. As of 2018 she 
continues her education in Illustration. From 
the simple illustrations, to portraiture, she is 
focused on creating work that inspires her. “As 
a creative, being able to convey my thoughts 
and feelings in a painting or drawing; and 
then to have someone look and feel those 
same feelings and understand my thoughts, 
brings me the most joy.”

For more artwork feel free to look at my 
Instagram @Briacorranda

“Nina”



“Movement”
“Teal”



Little Miss African American
Pageant Staff

Melva Young, Executive Administrator

Melva Young- Has been a part of LMAA since 1996. Her 
daughter Crystal was the Queen in 1997. Born in St. Louis, 
Mo she moved to Los Angeles area at an early age. She 
holds a Bachelor of Art in Finance. She has been working 
in Finance for over 30 years for large corporations as well 
as Non-profit companies. As a single parent she is very 
proud of her only daughter Crystal, who just graduated 
from USC with her Masters in Social Work. She also loves 
to mentor young children to help them become successful 
young adult. In her spare time she loves to enjoy outdoor 
activities as well as bingo. She lives by the motto : “Live, 
Love, & Laugh” Life is too short to be unhappy.

Tara Covington, Virtual Administrator / Digital Program Book Designer
In November of 2017, Tara was a featured presenter at the first annual 
Central Valley Women’s Economic Impact Center Symposium sponsored 
by the Fresno Metropolitan Black Chamber of Commerce in Fresno, 
California. She went on to launch a pilot program to establish cohorts 
facilitating a program entitled, “The Mindset of an Entrepreneur” 
based on the book, “Who Owns the Ice House?” Prior to leaving the 
classroom after 16+ years, she was certified as a National Foundation 
for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE) Instructor. That certification was 
a springboard into Tara branching out as an independent consultant 
utilizing her expertise in graphic design & computer applications. For 
24 years now, she has been a principle party with Little Miss African 
American, Inc. Tara holds a BA in Radio, Television and Film Broadcasting 
from San Jose State University and an MS in Integrating Technology into 
the Curriculum from Walden University.

Katisha is an actress and a new addition to the LMAA family. She is 
originally from Farmville, VA, but currently resides in Los Angeles, 
CA. She is a graduate of North Carolina State University, with a BS 
in Marketing, AA in Theater, and AA in French. Katisha graduated in 
2016 with her MFA in Acting for Film from New York Film Academy. 
While Katisha is very passionate about learning new things and 
constantly bettering herself, one of her passions is working with 
youth and helping them to find their way. “I love to share my 
experiences and what I’ve learned with young girls. Not all young 
girls have someone that they can look up to as a positive role model 
and that’s what I want to help with.” Katisha is excited to be a part of 
LMAA and plans to continue to help the young ladies of the future.

Katisha Sargeant, Executive Team Assistant

Little Miss African

American 
Scholarship Pageant 

Staff
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Denyse Miller was born in New Haven, Connecticut. She 
graduated from The Barbizon School of Modeling at 14, and 
was runnerup in the Miss Black Teen Connecticut Pageant. 
Denyse taught makeup artistry, acting and runway classes 
at both Barbizon and John Casablancas Modeling Schools. 
Her talent, beauty and grace lead to an opportunity to 
sign with the Montage Modeling Agency. She has done 
national runway and print work for upscale department 
stores such as Saks 5th Avenue, and has worked as makeup 
consultant for Lancome, Revlon and Estee Lauder. This is 
Denyse’s fourth year with LMAA.

Denyse Miller, Group Leader

Drew Williams is a social media and marketing coordinator 
who grew up just outside of Los Angeles in Claremont, 
California. She received her M.A. in Organizational 
Leadership from Gonzaga University where she served as 
the PR Representative for the Black Student Union. She 
also graduated Cum Laude in just three years with a B.S. in 
Communications, concentration in Public Relations from 
East Carolina University with a minor in French. In addition 
to her studies, Drew played Division 1 soccer at both 
universities for a total of 5 years. She is very passionate 
about the arts, beauty, and social justice and is excited to 
serve as a mentor for the girls of LMAA.

Drew Williams, Marketing Coordinator

DeBorah Sharpe-Taylor has been featured nationally and 
internationally with HARRY BELAFONTE, the SUPREMES, 
and others. She is, a Staff instructor at both THE MUSICIANS 
INSTITUTE, and THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC 
ARTS in Hollywood, a private vocal coach, Choral Director 
at various schools and churches, Musical Director for youth 
productions of Broadway musicals across the greater Los 
Angeles area, and founding director of United Voices Of 
Peace. She is happy to return to The LITTLE MISS AFRICAN 
AMERICAN Scholarship Pageant as music mentor/Instructor 
to these delightful young ladies, and to perform here for you 
today. 

DeBorah Sharpe-Taylor, Vocal Instructor

Paul Jones has participated in Little Miss African American 
since its inception. He has served as a Presenter, Dancer, 
Technical Advisor, and is currently Assistant to the 
Producer.  Paul has performed across the Country as a 
Krump Dancer and deejayed multiple parties and events.  
Paul has been seen in many television and film projects as 
well as stage performances. Paul received  his BFA in Digital 
Film Production. An artistic soul, Paul enjoys shooting, 
and producing short films.   Paul recently finished a Gig 
working on the the hit television show for the game show 
network IDIOTEST. 

Ayanna E. Davis, a Los Angeles Unified School District 
Principal, is a dynamic and innovative leader whose early 
childhood education expertise has provided services for 
over 3,500 children and families throughout her 18 years 
as an administrator and 22 years in the field of public 
education. Ayanna is a Doctor of Education graduate from 
the Organizational Change and Leadership program at 
the University Of Southern California Rossier School Of 
Education. Ayanna’s dissertation topic is an evaluation 
study of the knowledge, motivation, and organizational 
factors that teachers need to support African American 
boys’ socio-emotional development in public preschool.

Paul Jones IV, Technical Advisor

Dr. Ayana Davis, Group Leader Director

Redelia Shaw began working professionally in the 
entertainment field in 2000 as a Development and Production 
Executive for Point 7 Entertainment while completing post-
graduate work in Atlanta. After relocating to Los Angeles in 
2005, she began working as a Talent Coordinator for various 
independent production companies. Currently, Redelia is a 
DGA 2nd Assistant Director and has worked on numerous 
commercial television and film projects, including: The 
Muppets, The Office, Heroes and Body of Proof. She was 
awarded a fellowship to Wexner Center of the Arts for her 
independent documentary “Journey to Africa.”

Redelia Shaw, Production Coordinator



We help nonprofits exceed their fundraising goals 
 by providing items for silent and live auctions,  

including travel, music, entertainment and 
 sports collectibles, fine art, jewelry & more. 

Creative Charity Auctions LLC 
1122 W. Magnolia Blvd., Burbank, CA 91506 

(818)840-1200    www.creativecharityauctions.com  

Little Miss African American
Pageant Staff

Dr. Sarah ShaBazz-Ugwumba, Group Leader

Dr. Sarah ShaBazz-Ugwumba received her PhD in Special Education 
from Walden University January 2019.  Sarah is a professional 
educator and has teaching credentials in both general and special 
education. Her passion for teaching goes beyond the classroom. 
She coached the elementary girls basketball team for five years. 
Sarah is the founder of a mobile tutoring company that provides 
education support the students of all ages. She also works in the 
community in programs that supports young women and awards 
scholarships to high school girls. She is the mother of eleven 
children: six sons and five daughters.

Antina Campbell is a highly skilled professional who has a diverse 
background in nonprofit, entertainment and real estate. Antina 
has worked as an entertainment manager, as well as a board 
member for various non-profit organizations. In her day-to-day 
goings, Antina manages over 12 non-profit boards for homeowners 
association and recently became a member of the newly created 
non-profit Black Design Collective where a group of iconic black 
designers have forged this new organization to help address issues 
surrounding inequality in the fashion industry.

Antina Campell, Group Leader

Kennedy Zimet is a 23 year old actor, tv host & singer. She stars in Only 
Light, a film about human sex trafficking, Coca Cola’s “It’s Beautiful” 
Super Bowl ad campaign, and appears regularly on viral web series 
with 19 million subscribers, College Kids React. In addition to her 
passion for entertaining, Kennedy has a love for activism that shows 
through in her advocacy for adoptees like herself and her work as 
ambassador to the African Millennium Foundation. She hopes to 
continue to weave her activism into her work as an actor.

Kennedy Zimet, Group Leader



Little Miss African American 2019 Pageant Host

Penny Johnson was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland. She trained at the Juiliard 

School in 1982. Jerald began her career 
with small guest roles, appearing in The 
Paper Chase, General Hospital, and Do 
The Right Thing. Throughout the 1990s, 
Jerald guest starred in several television 
series, including Parker Lewis Can’t 
Lose, Star Trek: The Next Generation, 
Grace Under Fire, Cosby and Family 
Law. 

Following Larry Sanders, Jerald appeared 
in the 1997 film Absolute Power and 
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine playing 
freighter captain Kasidy Yates, the love 
interest for the series’ main character 
Benjamin Sisko, a recurring role which 
she played from 1995 to the shows end 
in 1999. She also had a recurring guest 
role on ER as Lynette Evans from 1998 
to 1999. She then appeared as Roscoe 
Dellums in the Emmy Award winning 
TV movie The Color of Friendship. 
Jerald also guest starred on Frasier, The 

Practice, Touched by an Angel and The 
X-Files. 

Jerald’s arguably most-recognized role 
came in 2001 when she appeared in the 
pilot episode of the Kiefer Sutherland-
led Fox series, 24, playing Sherry Palmer, 
the wife of Senator David Palmer. She 
appeared in all but two of the first season 
episodes and multiple episodes of the 
second and third seasons.

Jerald also teaches acting workshops 
and produces and directs for Outreach 
Christian Theater Company, which she 
and her musician husband, Gralin Jerald, 
founded in 1994. Jerald joined the cast 
of ABC’s Castle in its fourth season as 
the new captain of the 12th Precinct, 
Victoria “Iron” Gates, replacing Ruben 
Santiago-Hudson’s deceased character 
Roy Montgomery as captain of the 
precinct.

Penny Johnson-Jerald
Little Miss African

American 
Scholarship Pageant 

Special Guests



Little Miss African American
Special Guest Judges

Ella Joyce - Actress

Ron Brewington - Professor / TV Talk Show Host

Little Miss African American
Special Guest Judges

Ella Joyce is a versatile and celebrated actress of stage, 
film, and television. She is best remembered and beloved 
as “Eleanor” on the hit TV show “Roc” and Jasmine on “My 
Wife and Kids,” Mama Pearl on “Eve”, “The Jamie Foxx 
Show”, “In The House”, “Seinfeld”, and “Belle’s” recently 
on TVOne. She starred in the role of Sarah in Tyler Perry’s 
“Temptation: Confessions of a Marriage Counselor”, Sister 
Watkins in Warner Bros. popular film “Preacher’s Kid” 
and so many more. A bonafide thespian, Ms. Joyce has 
performed in many prestigious regional theaters throughout 
the country. Joyce has numerous TV and film credits and she 
has graced the covers of many magazine publications such 
as JET, Black Elegance, Black Masks, and featured in TV Time 
and Upscale Magazine. Ella authored the popular paperback, 
“Kink Phobia, Journey through a Black Woman’s Hair.” Ella 
spent five years touring the country with her one-woman 
play, “A Rose Among Thorns: A Tribute to Rosa Parks.” Joyce 
is also a personal acting coach and consultant. She has 
worked with many high-profile artists, such as Toni Braxton. 

Kym Whitley is known from her frequent appearances 
on Larry David’s groundbreaking HBO series Curb Your 
Enthusiasm or from the Tom Joyner Morning Show, a 
nationally syndicated radio program. Kym is actually a 
comedienne, actress, activist, author and — perhaps most 
importantly — a mother. As of late, some of Kym’s projects 
have become more personal. She adopted her son Joshua 
in 2011 when he was just three days old. Over the next 
few years, Oprah Winfrey tapped Kym for the reality TV 
series Raising Whitley, which ran on the OWN Network 
and essentially told Kym and her son’s story. Today she 
calls Joshua her “most treasured possession.” She has 
released what may be her most exciting project yet: the 
autobiographical book The Delusion of Cinderella, which is 
currently available on Amazon. In addition to all her work 
as an entertainer, Kym is a dedicated activist. Her ‘Don’t 
Feed Me’ campaign started out as something she did for 
Joshua but evolved into an ongoing, high profile project to 
raise awareness of food allergies for children and adults.  
Kym holds an honorary doctorate from UVA — Lynchburg 
and serves on the boards of both The Jefferson Homes 
Adoption & Foster Home and The Special Needs Network.

Dr. Ndidi Onyejiaka - MD, FAAP - Medical Director

Dr. Ndidi Onyejiaka is Triple Board Certified in Pediatric 
Medicine, General Psychiatry, as well as child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry. She received her Doctorate of 
Medicine from the University of Missouri at Kansas City 
Combined B.A/M.D. Program and subsequent residency 
training at Tulane University.  She runs her private practice 
in the Chicago Loop where she specializes uniquely in 
treating athletes, writers, performers, and other artists. 
She celebrates our young contestants, whole-heartedly 
believing that there is no better investment in future 
than to instill care and compassion into our children, our 
legacy.

Kym Whitley - Actor / Author

Ron Brewington is a Host and Producer of “ActorsE Chat,” 
a daily international television talk show. The program 
is seen by more than 5-million persons worldwide via 
Internet and cable, and has aired since 2009. Over 
1200 guests have been seen on “ActorsE Chat,” which 
features live interview conversations with persons in the 
entertainment industry. He’s the President of B & B Public 
Relations who is representing the first annual Jazz Music 
Awards. Brewington currently serves as the National Vice 
President and member of the National Board of Directors 
for Motown Alumni Association. He is the Los Angeles 
interviewer for “The History Makers,” the Chicago-based 
non-profit organization dedicated to preserving African 
American history as the missing link in American history. 



Peter Wise - Casting Director

Little Miss African American
Special Guest Judges

Ms. McClain received critical acclaim and rave reviews for 
directing such productions as BREATH AND IMAGINATION, 
INTIMATE APPAREL, FLYIN’ WEST, AIN’T MISBEHAVIN’, 
FRANKIE AND JOHNNY IN THE CLAIR DE LUNE, THE 
FANTASTICKS and IN THE CINTINUUM, SPUNK, FOR COLORED 
GIRLS… Betweem directing jobs, Ms. McClain is a Lifetime 
Member of the Actors Studio and an Ensemble Member of 
Antaeus Theatre Company. Ms. McClain is a veteran actor, 
she has performed in numerous commercials and has 
recurring roles on major television shows. She can do it all: 
Stage, Television and Film. Her one woman show, BARBARA 
JORDAN: A Rendezvous With Destiny, was commissioned by 
Kansas City Theatre Foundation and sold out audiences at 
the National Black Theatre Festival ‘13 and ‘15. She is the 
author of a musical, CARIBE, with music by Kathryn Bostic, 
based on her children’s book, THE MAGIC TALISMAN, with 
illustrations by Orlando de la Paz.

Saundra McClain - Director/Actor

Ingrid Hadley - Consultant

Ingrid Hadley started out as a parent with Little Miss 
African American where her daughter, Jade Hadley 
Magnus [Howard University Alum], was one of 
the pageant winners. Ingrid went on to serve as a 
producer for the pageant for many years. After a long 
corporate career, she has branched out in the arena 
of speaking, facilitating and consulting through ILH 
Possibilities.

Little Miss African American
Special Guest Judges

Peter Wise is a 26-year entertainment industry veteran. 
In 1990, he launched Peter Wise and Associates which 
has become one of the most successful independently 
owned casting agencies with Wise becoming the most 
sought after casting director on both the East and 
West coasts. Wise was responsible for comprising the 
cast of “Smoky Joe’s Café” which was nominated for 
seven Tony Awards and received a Grammy for “Best 
Musical Show Album.” Wise’s cast selections received 
rave reviews for their performances that contributed 
greatly to the production becoming the longest 
musical revue on Broadway to date. In his most recent 
theatrical production, Wise served dual roles as both 
casting director and producer for the pre-Broadway 
workshop of “Car Wash, The Musical:  A Norman 
Whitfield Story.” Prior to that, he received a personal 
invitation from director Debbie Allen to cast her 
adaptation of Tennessee Williams’, “Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof.” Additional television credits include, “Life is Not 
a Fairy Tale: The Fantasia Barrino Story,” directed by 
Debbie Allen, for Lifetime Television; “Unpredictable” 
a television variety special starring Jamie Foxx, for NBC. 
working under his Peter Wise and Associates umbrella 
he casted “Kevin Hart’s, “Let Me Explain,” “Soul Ties,” 
“Christmas In Compton” and “Somebody’s Child.”



Marvelous Miles is a native of Cleveland, Ohio. 
Making Los Angeles, California her home seven 
years ago, Marvelous has served as Producer on 
various hit reality/TV shows with OWN, Viacom, BET 
and many more! In addition to producing television 
programming, Marvelous is also a talented singer and 
dancer. She graduated from Xavier University (HBCU) 
and loves working with youth and giving back.

Marvelous Miles - Independent Producer

Norman Towns - Actor /Comedian

Little Miss African American
Special Guest Judges

California born and Arizona raised, Norman Towns 
attended University of Providence in Montana, where 
he also played basketball. Leaving Big Sky Country 
with a double major in business and art under his 
belt, Towns returned to his birthplace of Los Angeles 
to pursue a career in acting and entertainment. With 
stand up comedy as his foot in the door, Towns caught 
the eye of Hollywood and has since appeared in 
Showtime’s The Affair and TruTV’s Those Who Can’t.

Loren Lott - Actress
Loren Lott has been acting from a young age, first appearing 
live in Shrek the Musical at the Alliance Theatre and on several 
Television shows including Greenleaf, The Game, Tales, Fatal 
Attraction, Powers, a feature film called Tag, and several 
independent projects. Loren also got cast for season 14 of 
American idol where she made it to Top 16! After American 
Idol, Loren landed the role of Gladys Night in Motown the 
Musical, understudying Diana Ross, in the National tour as 
well as the Broadway company in New York. After taking 
a year off Broadway Loren returned when she booked the 
job of a swing in Once On This Island. Loren then appeared 
live as CeCe Winans in Born For This the Musical in Boston 
making her leading lady debut before returning to Once of 
this Island two months later, where she then got bumped up 
temporarily to star in Once On This Island as Timoune. She 
has most recently played the role of Ana Hamilton in The 
Young and the Restless. Aside from professional acting Loren 
enjoys making Internet content and has managed create and 
collaborate several videos that have racked up millions of 
views across her social media platforms.

Little Miss African American
Special Guest Judges

Camille Hyde, born and raised in Washington DC, 
began her acting career at age 4 in a school musical. 
She continued to pursue her passion for acting and 
singing throughout her childhood until she moved 
to California and was cast in Nickelodeon’s Power 
Rangers Dino Charge as Shelby, the Pink Ranger. 
Known for playing Gabi Granger in American Vandal, 
she is set to co-star the Katy Keene series releasing in 
January 2020.

Camille Hyde - Actress
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Chayah Mathews
Dancer

Zoey - (Dancer, not shown)
Kvyona McNiel - (Not Shown)

Ava Marie
Dancer

Ava Marie is a scholar, dancer, 
actress, and entertainer. Ava 
Marie has starred in several films, 
television shows, and commercials, 
including Robert Townsend’s Diary 
of a Single Mom and Nickelodeon’s 
VicTORIous.

She is a senior at the Los Angeles 
County High School for the Arts 
(LACHSA), where she has a 4.3 GPA 
and is a member of the LACHSA 
Dance Department’s Class of 2020. 
She is a member of the California 
Scholastic Federation (CSF) and 
tutors other students at her school 
through that club. 

Chayah Mathews has worn 
her CAP proudly over he years 
as an LMAA Alumni. She was 
second runner up twice in her 
3 times participating. Chayah 
is a graduate of Faith Lutheran 
High School and will be 
attending The Studio School 
located on LA Center Studio’s 
lot to work towards a BFA in 
Acting for Film and Television.

Greg Poland
Announcer

Mariah Victorious Hall
LMAA 2015

Krista Campbell
LMAA 2017

Mariah Victorious Hall 
Is a classically trained 
competitive dancer who is 
in her sophomore year of 
high school. Mariah attends 
Metro Arts Institute, a 
Performing Arts high school 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Mariah 
is in Student Council and 
plays Club volleyball. She is 
an accomplished model and 
actress and is the youngest 
Host/MC at Just Energy 
Entertainment.

Krista Campbell won the 
title of Little Miss African 
American during the 24th 
Annual pageant. She is 
the daughter of top record 
producer Warren Campbell 
and his wife, Erika Campbell 
of the award winner sister 
duo, Mary Mary. Krista has 
launched a musical career as 
well as RealityTV. 

Greg Poland has been in the 
entertainment industry for 
more than 20 years. His voice 
can be heard in theatrical 
as well as gaming voice 
performances. He’s been an 
integral voice for Little Miss 
African American for many 
years. 
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You are a Wonderful 
Person, Doing Great 

things!!!

Congratulations
Love,

Your Family & Friends

Best Wishes for you...

Morgan
Love,

Ashley Holt

Proud Supporters
of

Morgan

Jeremiah 29:11 -- For I know the plans and thoughts that I 
have for you, says the Lord, plans for peace and well-being 
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 
Dear Morgan, 
Most grandparents think their grandchildren are special, but in our 
case, it's actually very true!!  You are so smart, beautiful and talented in 
so many ways.  Your ability to write, play and sing music is wonderful.  
Your communication and public speaking skills are off the chart for 
someone your age.  These are gifts and talents from your heavenly 
Father.  As your earthly grandparents, we will always be here to 
support you in your activities that are stepping stones to accomplishing 
your dreams.  We will support the plans that God has already laid out 
for you.   We already know and are confident that you will do extremely 
well in the Little Miss African American Pageant!!  We are so very 
proud of you.  We wish only the best for you and love you very much! 
 
Love, 
Grandpa and Grandma,   
Mr. & Mrs. Norman and Mary Harris 



 

Samara 
You are intelligent, smart, adventurous and so 

talented.  Raising you is a fun adventure.  We’re 
excited to watch more greatness from you.  We are 
so proud of you. Good Luck! We love you dearly, 

Mom, Papa and your Wilson and Starks Family 



Acknowledgements 
This has been a very challenging yet rewarding 
experience for me. I am happy that I finally made it 
to the end.  

I would like to give a very special thanks to my 
Mommy and Daddy Sunshine. You guys have been 
there every step of the way coaching me, raising 
funds on my behalf and telling me to believe in 
myself.  

To my Father, thank you for supporting me always 
when I needed you the most.  

I would also like to thank my Me Me, Nana, Nina , 
Shawnna, Sparkle, Christina, Sista Cal, Auntie 
Jeanette, Cousin Tiffany, The McKinley Family, 
Cousin Amunique, Valarie, my friend and hairstylist 
Yacinda, I like to call her Cinda, My Auntie 
Peaches, My Father Michael, Auntie Meeka, First 
Lady Sarah, my pastor, Pastor Watson and My 
Granny Donna for your financial contributions. With 
you guys’ donations, I was able to raise $425.00 and 
sell 10 tickets. This is a lot of money for a little girl 
like me, and I am so happy to have a team of some 
amazing people by my side and in my corner.  

 

My mom and I thank you all from the bottom of our 
hearts. We love you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Maegan Nichole 
Thank You to all who supported me ….I love you !!!  



Hiram of Tyre Grand Lodge, AF & AM, Scottish Rite Affiliation  
Golden Poppy Grand Chapter, OES  
State of California  
5904 So. Broadway  
Los Angeles CA 90003  

  

  

Congratulations

Khailyne Vergo
Praise God for your Spirit

Much success to
Little Miss African American Scholarship Pageant

Golden Poppy Grand Chapter, O.E.S.

 LaShawn Lawson Grand Worthy Matron 

 Lynell Billingsly Grand Associate Matron 

 Joseph Washington Grand Worthy Patron 

 Marvella Major Grand Secretary 

 Patricia Bennett Grand Treasurer 

 Deanne Smith Grand Lecturer



 
BEST WISHES  

 
TO 

 
My Favorite  

Great-Granddaughter 
 

Khailyne Vergo 

 
 
 
 
 
 

So PROUD of you! 
 

Loving you Always 
GG 

Patricia Bennett 

 



Congratulations 
to 

Khailyne Vergo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

God has blessed you with an amazing gift.  
We are happy to support 

you in following your dream.

We love you and praise GOD for your spirit! 
We will continue to support you 

Little Princess.

Love Always,

Norman Ray Ward
and Nadine Gills-Ward



I would also like to thank my contributors: My Lord 
God, My Amazing Mom, Angela Kelly, Keely, My 

dad, Ja’Mil Welch, Antina, God Mom, Kathy Haslem, 
Watson… 

Joyce Phelps (Top Notch Plumbing), Kanesha Sauls, 
Danielle Muepo, Holly, and Brent Jones.



Congratulations

A siya Mettler,
We wish you the best
in al l of your future

endeavors .

From,
Yemela & Dan

Would like to say
CONGRATULATIONS to

Asi ya
So proud of you!

From...

Tehya



HARLYM Rose

8620	Crenshaw	Blvd.		Inglewood,	CA	
	

	

Trust us with your crown! 
Barber: Tony Trim 310-940-0226 

Asiya
  Mettler

Love,

Mommy Angela,
brother & sister

Congratulations Venice!



Congratulations...

 Young Miss 

Gabrielle “Elizabeth” Adams 

You are a true descendant of 
a “Queen”! Wear your crown 
proudly in the 26th Annual 
Little Miss African American 

Scholarship Pageant.

Uncle David & Aunt Helen 
Lane

Uncle Howard “Bro” & 
Aunt Elsie Wilson

Uncle Mark Adams
Cousins; Lawrence “Larry”

& Brenda Gray, 

Karen “Shelly” King, 
Kevin & Patricia Lincoln 
Andrew “Keith” Wilson

Joseph “Pedro” & Claudia 
“Cookie” Davis

Michael & Lisa Wilson
& Sherrell Wilson

Love,

 
K H A I L Y N E    V E R G O 

AKA 

Pretty Girl 
We love you, we are so very proud of you. 

Your #1 Fan Club… 

Judge Mablean D. Ephriam 

Mi-Mi 

Nettie Pooh 

Uncle Julian 

Mi-Mi Tasha 

Granddaddy & Shirley  

 



















Best Wishes...

Have Lots of 
Fun...

Gabrielle
Gwen Webb

Brock Mayers
Angela Hunter

April Daniel
Kathie Barber Clark

Jackie McLean
Tawana Lael

Monique Williams



A Special Thank You

DIANNE SHORTE & L.O.V.E. INC - QUEEN’S SASH & BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS

A HUGE SHOUT OUT TO THE STAFF OF LITTLE MISS AFRICAN 
AMERICAN FOR ALL OF YOUR DEDICATION AND LABOR OF 

LOVE

PAUL LAURENCE JONES IV - YOU’RE THE BEST 
RUFF-STONE PRODUCTIONS

MELANIE PERRY

ALL OF OUR SUPPORTIVE PARENTS
DAVID C. RUFFIN III
ALL LMAA ALUMNI

MIKE DAVIS  

TARA COVINGTON CONSULTING 
PASTOR DR. MARIE ARCHIE

APRIL WASHINGTON WEEDEN
ALL OF MY STAND IN FRIENDS

WE WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
LITTLE MISS AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT. YOU 

HELPED TO MAKE THIS DREAM A REALITY!



In Loving Memory 

Symfonee Ryoko Davis
September 12, 1985 - February 2, 1994

The first contestant to grace the stage of the Little Miss African 
American Pageant!

Francis & David Ruffin, Jr.
Pat Tobin

Merlin Santana
Loretta Hockehull

Florence Griffith-Joyner
Keith Amos
Kelly Brown
Mr. Brown

Debra “Dimples” Gaines
Esther Rolle

Michelle Thomas
Robert Poole

Sonja Archie Powell
Michael J. Jackson
Ali Ollie Woodson

Joe & Shirley McNealey

Dan Roundfield
Mr. Alford L. Toliver, Sr.

Charles Huey Walker, Sr.
Marcia Ruffin Bowman

Nysmuh Taylor
Adela Montez

Apostle James Archie, Sr.




